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20+ member initiative to raise awareness about children living in poverty across

the world and support global and national action to alleviate it
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The Global Coalition to End Child P

A Call to Action for Governments to expand sod]
care systems and promote decent work to add

Astaggering 333 million children live in extreme poverty, struggling to Global Coaliti i
day, and than 800 million children subsist below a poverty line of 5 ba C t] on Voluntary National Reviews for the Sustainable Development Goals:

metrics of poverty, half of the 1.1 billion people experiencing multidii 3 ARE COUNTRIES COMMITTED TO ENDING
Chidren, even iftheir share of the lobal pepulation s only around 30 pe End Ch] ld PO‘ CHILD POVERTY BY 2030?

billion children are deprived of their basic rights and needs in areas such
: 2 ]
education, water, sanitation and housing. | Areview of Voluntary National Review Reports from 2017 to 2022
Two critical policy levers for reducing and ending child poverty are i i 9 1 - e
protection, including child benefits and paid parental leave, and ii) acces Briefing Paper - 7 m \ ,
to enable them to provide for children in their household. It is therefore | 2 : st
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty for 2023 touches upon
“Decent Work and Social Protection - Putting Dignity in Practice’. The i
undisputable:
« Social protection - from child benefits and school feeding progra
including health insurance, to parental and caregiver leave benefits,
and social welfare services - social protection is an essential right for
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Visit us on: endchildhoodpoverty.org
X: @globalcoalition

CHILD POVERTY: A CALL TO TACKLE ITS PERSISTENCE

Executive Summary
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ENDING CHILD POVERTY:
THE ROLE OF SOCIAL PROTECTION, CARE SYSTEMS AND DECENT WORK
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» Social protection, care and decent work
to eradicate child poverty and improve
children’s well-being

Online event on the International Day for the Elimination of Poverty
Ending Child Poverty: The Role of Social Protection, Care Systems and Decent Work
17 October 2023

Christina Behrendt, Head of Social Policy Unit, ILO Social Protection Department
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The state of social protection for
children worldwide: stalled progress

» 1.5 billion children — 3 in 4 children aged 0-15 — do not receive
child or family benefits, with troubling regional disparities

» Africa: only 12.6% of children receive child or family benefits

» Asia and Pacific and Arab States: effective coverage remains also
below 20% of children

» Overall social protection coverage has made little progress,
with more than half of the global population (53%) unprotected

» Africa: only 17.4% of the population is effectively covered

» Asia and Pacific: effective coverage increased to 44% of the population

» Closing coverage gaps requires greater investment in universal
social protection systems

» Social protection expenditure remains far too low: UMICs spend 0.5% of

their GDP on social protection for children and LICs only 0.1%.

» Financing gap for social protection floors has increased by 30% during

COVID-19, yet national fiscal capacities and international support are
overstretched.

» Investment in social protection is indispensable for reducing child poverty,
addressing inequalities and vulnerabilities, and ensuring well-being, social

inclusion and social justice

Figure 1. Percentage of children 0-15 years receiving child or family cash
benefits, 2016 and 2020 or latest available year (SDG indicator 1.3.1)
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Figure 2. Percentage of the population covered by at least one social protection

benefit, 2016 and 2020 or latest available year (SDG indicator 1.3.1)
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Source: ILO and UNICEF (2023) More than a billion reasons: the urgent need to build universal social
protection for children; ILO (2021), World Social Protection Report 2020-22.



https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_869602.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_869602.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_817572.pdf
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Ensuring comprehensive lifecycle protection

Organization

» The well-being of children cannot be dissociated from
that of their parents and other caregivers

» B

» Agap anywhere across the life-cycle is to the detriment of children

» Adequate social protection also for parents and other caregivers
Is indispensable.

» Addressing decent work deficits is essential, such as working
poverty (214 million workers live on less than $1.90/day), ensuring
fair wages and earnings, and adequate labour and social protection.

» Extending social protection to 2 billion workers in the informal
economy is key to reduce decent work deficits and facilitate
transitions to the formal economy

uilding rights-based universal social protection systems

» Nationally-defined social protection floor that guarantees
at least a basic level of social security (income security and
access to health care)

» Higher levels of protection through contributory mechanisms that
allow for risk-sharing and solidarity (especially social insurance)

» Sustainable and equitable financing through taxes and
contributions (solidarity!)

and closing decent work deficits

Figure 3. The numbers at a glance: The absence of social protection for different
population groups and of comprehensiveness for selected benefits

» 1.46 billion children
aged 0-15 years

receive no child or family cash benefits

» 71 million mothers o » 2.7 billion people
with newborns h _ are not protected by any kind
do not receive cash ® - of health protection scheme
maternity benefits q w

S
2 o

» 1.7 billion persons

in the labour force
are not legally entitled to
sickness cash benefits

- ® > 164 million

ﬂ% * T older persons

I I do not receive a pension
i &

» 179 million

unemployed persons

do not have access to unemployment
cash benefits

» 150 million persons
with disabilities
do not receive disability
cash benefit

Source: ILO and UNICEF (2023) More than a billion reasons: the urgent need to build
universal social protection for children; ILO (2021), World Social Protection Report 2020-22.

» ilo.org
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https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_869602.pdf
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How do social protection, care
and decent work interact?
Example: policies to address child labour

» Recent ILO/UNICEF study on impact of social protection on child
labour highlights key ingredients of a comprehensive strategy:

» Social protection throughout the life course

Adequate child and family benefits

Maternity, paternity and parental leave benefits

Social health protection to ensure universal health coverage

vV v v Vv

Ensuring adequate social protection for workers in all types of
employment is essential for parents and other caregivers

» Care: effective access to quality care and related benefits,
respecting the rights of care recipients, caregivers and care
workers (including their rights to social protection)

» Decent work: decent and productive employment, ensuring
rights and social dialogue, safe and healthy working conditions,
fair wages, skills development — and of course labour and
social protection

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work

Figure 4. Elements of an integrated social protection system for addressing
child labour: overview of identified impact of different social protection
schemes on the reduction of vulnerabilities associated with child labour

Challenges rendering households vulnerable to reliance on child labour
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Individual shocks
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Job loss

Cash transfers
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Social health protection

Sickness benefits

Other benefit categories

Employment injury compensation

Survivors benefits

Universal basic income

Evidence of child labour reduction impact exists

Despite lack of child labour studies, high probability of a protective impact on child labour

il

No identified impact

Source: ILO and UNICEF (2022) The role of social protection in the elimination of child labour.

» ilo.org



https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_845168.pdf
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6 action points for taking the high road
to ensure universal social protection for children

>

Accelerate progress towards universal coverage for all children as a critical
step towards improving their well-being (such as universal child benefits)

Guarantee adequate benefit levels and quality services to generate
meaningful change in children’s lives.

Provide a comprehensive range of benefits that supports children and
families through a life-cycle approach, including income security and access to
health care, nutrition, childcare and education.

Ensure sustainably financed social protection systems, ensuring solidarity
in financing through taxes and social insurance contributions, avoiding fiscal
austerity that harms children — the cost of inaction are enormous!

Build social protection systems, including floors, that are rights-based,
gender-responsive and inclusive and that can effectively respond to multiple
shocks and crises

Ensure that social protection systems are adapted to developments in the
world of work — Decent work for parents and other caregivers is essential for
preventing poverty and vulnerability, reducing inequalities and for fostering
well-being, dignity, social inclusion and a strong social contract.

HIGH ROAD

Pursuing a child-sensitive high-road strategy to universal social protection

Universal coverage
¢ Closing the yawning coverage gap for children through UCBs, which offer a simple and

LOW ROAD

Neglected social
protection system
through:

Underinvestment

Austerity and
undue fiscal
consolidation

Minimal benefits
insufficient to ensure
a dignified life

Weak coordination
with labour market,
employment and
other relevant
policies

Persistent large
coverage gaps in
social protection

Source: 1LO and UNICEF (2023) More than a billion reasons: the urgent need to build

universal social protection for children; ILO (2021), World Social Protection Report 2020-22.

scalable route to universal coverage of children.

* Accelerating progress towards universal social protection for children.
* Considering UCBs or high-coverage child benefits to best facilitate access to social

protection and reduce child poverty.

Adequate benefit levels
¢ Guaranteeing adequate benefit levels, and regularly indexing them to inflation, to

effectively prevent poverty and reduce vulnerability.

* Ensuring that specific needs are adequately met by top-ups or supplementary benefits.
¢ Adequacy and maximizing impacts on child well-being also relates to optimal spending

across children’s life course (i.e. a focus on early years).

¢ UCDBs and genderresponsive approaches such as genderbased increments are

essential elements of a policy package to meet disability-related costs and promote full
participation in society.

Comprehensive range of benefits

* All life-cycle benefits are important for children.

e Securing universal health coverage for children to provide effective access to healthcare.
¢ Social protection systems should provide access to both cash benefits and good-quality

services, including health, nutrition, childcare and education services.

y Y
¢ Closing the protection gap requires filling the “financing gap” for children.
* Enhanced solidarity in financing is needed to ensure it is sustainable and equitable, at

both the national and the international level, with heightened political prioritization and
budget allocation.

¢ Moving from pilot and temporary programmes to rights-based social protection systems

for more sustainable and impactful support.

* Concerted effort to enhance solidarity in financing, both nationally and internationally,

with due consideration for ensuring sustainable financing to guarantee social justice.

¢ Fiscal austerity that harms children and families and compromises the achievement of

the SDGs must be avoided.

Provision that is rights-based, gend ive and incl

¢ Reinforcing social protection systems to ensure they are based on rights and fully inclusive.
* Redoubling efforts to ensure social protection is genderresponsive and works for girls and

women.

* Harnessing universal social protection to better protecting children in vulnerable situations,

such as in displacement and migration as well as child labour and forced labour.

¢ Enhancing social protection systems to effectively respond to shocks.
¢ Closing data and knowledge gaps to inform and guide more effective policies.

ion to P ts in the world of work

¢ Ensuring adequate social protection across the life cycle, together with decent work.
¢ Extending social protection to workers in the informal economy and ensuring adequate

social protection for workers in all types of employment.

* Fostering social dialogue and social participation to inform and produce high-quality social

protection for children.
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» Thank you for listening!

Read more:

unicef &

More than a billion reasons:
The urgent need to build
universal social protection
for children

LO-UNICEF joint xcial protection for chidre

Irtormations:
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Social
Protection
Report
2020-22

Social protection
at the crossroads
- in pursuit of
a better future

unicef &

» The role of social protection in
the elimination of child labour

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
POLICIES FOR
WORKERS IN THE
INFORMAL ECONOMY

Care at work
Investing in care leave and services
for a more gender equal world of work



https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_869602.pdf
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Click here for
the Call To
Action

presented by Jennifer
Yablonski
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The Global Coalition to End Child Poverty

A Call to Action to expand social protection and care systems and
promote decent work to address child poverty

A staggering 333 million children live in extreme poverty, struggling to survive on less than $2.15 per
day, and more than 800 million children subsist below a poverty line of $3.65 per day. ' Beyond income
metrics of poverty, half of the 1.1 billion people experiencing multidimensional poverty (MPI) are
<hildren, even if their share of the global population is only around 30 percent.? Approximately one

. illion children are deprived of their basic rights and needs in areas such as health, nutrition,

e ucation, water, sanitation and housing.?


https://www.endchildhoodpoverty.org/publications-feed/2020/8/31/joint-statement-6ef3m
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